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December 12, 2022 

Town of Taghkanic 

Town Board Meeting 
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for easier reading  

 

Town Board Members audited and signed vouchers on December 10 - 12, 2022 separately, 

due to the COVID-19 social distancing. 

 

7 pm The Taghkanic Town Board held its Regular monthly meeting on the above date with a 

combination of Supervisor Ryan Skoda, Board Members, and 8 residents at the Taghkanic 

Town Hall  and 8 residents attending via Zoom.   Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence.    

 

Present:    Ryan Skoda    Supervisor  

 Joyce Thompson  Deputy Supervisor ZOOM 

 Elisabeth Albert  Board Member 

 Elizabeth Craig  Board Member  

 Kara Gilmore   Board Member  

 Linda Swartz   Board Member  

 Cheryl Rogers   Clerk    

  

Absent:  

 

7 PM: Public Hearing: Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the Public Hearing Local Law # 1 

– 2022 A local law adopting private roadway specifications in the Town of Taghkanic.  

Supervisor Ryan Skoda asked for any questions, or concerns from the audience or Board.  

 Raul Garip: Block Lane concerns with how this would affect residents on Block 

Lane down the road if and when they would like to turn the road over to the town.  

Private Road needs to be defined in the law.  There is State Law that covers this. 

 Linda Chernewsky: Tara Lane, same concerns as Raul. 

 Larry Kadish: What would happen if the Highway Dept. did put some material done? 

 Superintendent Burns: Misuse of funds. 

 

7:48 PM: Public Hearing Closed: Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned to close the 

Public Hearing for Local Law # 1 – 2022, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz.  

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

7:48 PM: Public Hearing: Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the Public Hearing Local Law 

#2 - 2022 A local law establishing income levels for real property tax exemptions for senior 

citizens. Supervisor Ryan Skoda asked for any questions, or concerns from the audience or 

Board.  No comments or concerns where heard. 

 

APPROVED 

1/9/2023  
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7:49 PM: Public Hearing Closed: Board Member Linda Swartz motioned to close the 

Public Hearing for Local Law # 2 – 2022, seconded by Board Member Elisabeth Albert.  

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

7:48 PM: Public Hearing: Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the Public Hearing Local Law # 

3 -2022 A local law establishing income levels for real property tax exemptions for persons 

with disabilities and limited income. Supervisor Ryan Skoda asked for any questions, or 

concerns from the audience or Board.  No comments or concerns where heard. 

 

7:49 PM: Public Hearing Closed: Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to close the 

Public Hearing for Local Law # 3 – 2022, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.  

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

Guest Speaker:  

 

Minutes 

Supervisor Ryan Skoda then asked for a motion to approve the following minutes: 

June 20, 2022: Tabled 

June 29, 2022: Tabled 

July 18, 2022: Tabled 

 

November 14, 2022: Town Board Regular meeting minutes were accepted as written on a 

motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  
 0 Absent   

 

November 17, 2022: Town Board Zoning Review meeting minutes were accepted as written 

on a motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

December 5, 2022: Tabled 

December 7, 2022: Tabled  

 

The Correspondence:  

1. Kathleen A. McAuliffe, SR. Vice President Client Services & Administration, ShelterPoint 

2. Sandra D. Jobson, RA, RLA, AICP Regional Planning & Program Manager NYS Dept. 

Transportation 
3. Robert Prochera, Justice Town Court 
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 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: I will contact the DA for more information. 

4. Claverack Free Library 
5. Neil Meyerkopf & Marilyn Kohn, 311 Taghkanic Churchtown Road 

6. Jean-Adele Howard, letter of resignation from PB and ZBA 

 Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to post a notice for the position of 

Clerk/Secretary for the PB and ZBA, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  
  0 Absent 

7. Richard L. Laberge, P.E.  Laberge Group 

8. Segalla Sand & Gravel Christmas card 

9. Sandra D. Jobson, RA, RLA, AICP Regional Planning & Program Manager, NYS DOT 

 

Reports from the Boards:  
Animal Control: Kyle Miller, report submitted as follows 

 I have 3 entries for this month: 

11/23 - Stray intact male bulldog seen on Livingston Rd. No further sightings.  

11/23 - Stray male golden lab found on County Rt. 27. Brought to CGHS and reunited with his owners 
shortly after.  

11/25 - Stray male puli seen on Manor Rock Rd. Sighted again on 11/28. No further sightings since.  

ZBA: James Romaine, Chair, no report. 

Planning Board: Katherine Bainer, Chair report submitted. 
Taghkanic Planning Board Report for November 2022 

There was one meeting held.  One public Hearing was held. 

Taghkanic Diner:. County Planning had no concerns.  Board attorney will notify them of our decision.  

Approved for outdoor dining, charging station, parking plan, drive through, storage, sale of vegetables 

& flowers. 

Sam Pratt lot line revisions reviewed, public Hearing scheduled. 

Roberts subdivision reviewed, scheduled public Hearing. 

Michelson subdivision reviewed.   Public hearing scheduled. 

Assessor: Craig Surprise report submitted. 

 ZEO/CEO/Building Inspector: Dennis Callahan report submitted. 

  Historian: Nancy Griffith, no report submitted.   

 Traffic Safety Board: Board Member Linda Swartz, report submitted 
The Columbia County Traffic Safety Board met at the Public Safety Building in Hudson on Thursday, 
November 17, 2022.  
The Columbia County Board of Supervisors has finally appointed a new Executive Secretary, John 
Gallo, to the Traffic Safety Board.  
The Columbia County Highway Department provided the following updates:  
Installation of one guiderail on CR 32 in Chatham remains to be done. Paving on CR 7D in 
Hillsdale is dependent on weather and Colarusso’s schedule.  

Culvert installation has been completed on CR 18 in Claverack. Expect intermittent lane closures 
throughout the winter for tree clearing and rock removal. Bulk of reconstruction will take Spring 
2023.  

Design projects on-going for the replacement of Bash Bish bridge in Copake (construction 2023); 
reconstruction of CR 7A in the Copake Hamlet (anticipated construction 2024); replacement of stall 
Bridge in Clermont (construction 2023-24); replacement of Stuyvesant Falls Bridge (2026); 
replacement of culverts on CR 7 in Austerlitz and on CR 7 in Ancram.  

County Bridge on Tribrook Road in Hillsdale was closed to all traffic in October due to severe 
beam deterioration.  
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CSX is repairing rails and replacing ties at several grade crossings around the county.  
Issues at the Bells Pond intersection were to be discussed at this meeting, but have been tabled until 
our January meeting when we expect to have DOT present.  
NYS DOT has appointed Kristina Crowley as the new Resident Engineer at the Columbia County 
Residency in Hudson.  
The next meeting of the Columbia County Traffic Safety Board is scheduled for January 26, 2023. 

 Environmental Management Council: no report submitted: 

      Office for the Aging: Joyce Thompson no report submitted   

 Clerk/Collector: Cheryl Rogers, reports were submitted to the Board. 

 

Supervisor: Ryan Skoda, report submitted as attached. 

    
Highway: Roberts Burns, report submitted as follows:  

   

 Williamson Highway Superintendent Software. 

 Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to grant permission for 

Superintendent Burns to purchase the Williamson Highway Superintendent 

Software, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  
 0 Absent  

Board Member Elisabeth Albert: I have been looking into different alternatives for taking 

dealing with the beavers and will put together a presentation  

 

Advisory Board reports: 

Financial Advisory Committee Report: Chair Joyce Thompson report submitted as 

follows:   
The FAC met on Thursday, 8 December, to audit November financials. 

No discrepancies were found for either month. 

Two Budget Amendments are needed as follows: 

Town of Taghkanic           
12-Dec-22 

 
 Budget Amendment #11-2022 
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Accounting for use of ARPA funds for Infrastructure Repair 
  

    
  

-To recognize funds earned for ARPA in the 
General A FUND           

            

      Debit   Credit 

OTHER LIABILITY-ARPA FUNDS   A688 129,538.07      

FEDERAL AID   A4089     30,683.50  

            

  
    

  

BUDGET AMENDMENT            

12-Dec-22   

 Budget 
Amendment #11-
2022       

      Increase   Increase 

GENERAL FUND           

FEDERAL AID   A4089     30,683.50  

GARAGE   A5132.4 30,683.50      

            

      30,683.50    30,683.50  

Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned to approve Budget Amendment # 11 – 2022, 

seconded by Board Member Elisabeth Albert. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 

Town of Taghkanic           

12-Dec-22   
 Budget Amendment 
#12-2022       

      Increase   Decrease 

GENERAL FUND           

PAYROLL   A1340.42 486.00     

BUILDINGS - TOWN HALL   A1620.4 726.73     

ANIMAL CONTROL   A3510.4 140.00     

            

CONTRACTUAL ZC   A8010.41     1,352.73 

            

      1,352.73   1,352.73 

Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to approve Budget Amendment # 11 – 2022, 

seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  
  0 Absent 
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Conservation Advisory Committee: Tony LaSalvia report submitted as follows.  
The CAC has not had a meeting this past month. We did attend a countywide CSC Task Force/CAC 

Roundtable at Basilica in Hudson on Oct 20.  

Most of the discussion was about CSC Task Force issues and ideas from other towns.  

We are thinking of more native plantings near and around the town hall that is to be discussed at a later 

date.  

There was a good turnout to hear Tim Kennalty discuss Pollinators and Pollinator Plantings at the 

Firehouse on Oct 22. Future talks are being planned. 

Broadband Advisory Committee:  
Supervisor Ryan Skoda handed out Certificate of Appreciation Broadband Committee Members 

Nancy Rutter, Betsy Albert, Susan Raymond, Chris Tallackson, and Joyce Thompson who were in 

attendance.  Members not present Arthur McGuire, Erin Edwards, and Jeffrey Tallackson.  
Climate Smart Community: Larry Kadish: report submitted. 

Larry Kadish: I would like to compliment Doug Craig his wonderful work on the Town 

Website and the added section for the task force. 

Present at the hybrid meeting: Doug Craig, Peter Paden, Larry Kadish, Tim Kennelty, 
Perry Ascher, and Tony LaSalvia  

1 The Minutes of the October meeting were accepted.  
2 The creation of an EV charging station at the Diner will be left to the West Taghkanic 

Diner management group.  
3 and 4 The Community Engagement Strategy was discussed at length. Peter Paden and 

Larry Kadish will finalize two documents (The Strategy and How the Strategy has 
been and will be implemented). The Task Force group will have a chance to 
comment, but the documents will be submitted with the Jan 6th application for 
Community Smart Status.  

5 The work group on "Your Own National Park" has scheduled a public meeting for Jan 
14th at 10 AM at the Taghkanic Fire House. Bob Brush and Peter Paden will work on 
publicity.  

6 The use of the Taghkanic Headwaters Study in the Copake-Hecate solar panel 
controversy was reviewed. There seemed to be some over-reach in interpretation. 
The Task Force will comment, if asked by the Town Board.  

7 The next meeting will be Thursday Jan. 12th.  
The meeting was adjourned at 5 PM  

Digital Advisory Committee: Joyce Thompson and Nadja Palenzuela: no report 

submitted. 

 

Old Business:  
1. Land off of Route 82: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: Attorney Howard, we will want 

to get an appraisal of the land to be purchased and once the Town Board resolves 

to purchase the property that resolution will be subject to a permissive 

referendum. 

 Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to move forward with having 

an appraisal done on the land off of Route 82, seconded by Board 

Member Elizabeth Craig. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent  
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2. Resolution 21-2022 Teamster Union Memorandum of Agreement: Board 

Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to approve Resolution 21 – 2022 

Memorandum of Agreement Teamster Union, seconded by Board Member Linda 

Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

3. Resolution 22 – 2022 NYS paid Family Leave: Board Member Elizabeth Craig 

motioned to approve Resolution 22 – 2022 NYS Paid Family Leave, seconded by 

Board Member Elisabeth Albert.  

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

4. Resolution 23 – 2022 Resolution Authorizing the Town of Taghkanic to seek 

Lead Agency status under SEQRA in connection with the proposed creation 

of the Taghkanic Fire District: Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to 

approve Resolution 23 – 2022 seeking Lead Agency status under SEQRA, 

seconded by Board Member  

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  
 0 Absent 

 

5. Zoning Law Review: next meeting dates 

 January 4, 2023 6:30 PM Zoning review 

 January 16, 2023 6:30 PM Zoning review 

 February 1, 2023 6:30 PM Zoning review 

 February 6, 2023 6:30 PM Zoning review 

 

6. Resolution 24 - 2022 Requesting Assurance that the Siting of the Shepherd’s 

Run Solar Project will not adversely affect the Taghkanic Creek Watershed: 

Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned to approve Resolution 24 - 2022 

Requesting Assurance that the Siting of the Shepherd’s Run Solar Project will not 

adversely affect the Taghkanic Creek Watershed, seconded by Board Member 

Linda Swartz 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 

7. LL # 1 -2022 A local law adopting private roadway specifications in the 

Town of Taghkanic: Supervisor Ryan Skoda read over the SEQRA form and 

asked for a motion for a negative declaration of SEQRA. 

 Negative Declaration of SEQRA: Board Member Linda Swartz 

motioned a Negative Declaration of SEQRA, seconded by Board Member 

Elisabeth Albert. 
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Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 Approval of LL # 1 -2022: Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned to 

approved LL # 1 -2022, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 

8. LL # 2 - 2022 A local law establishing income levels for real property tax 

exemptions for senior citizens: Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to 

approve LL # 2 -2022, seconded by Board member Elizabeth Craig. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 

9. LL # 3 – 2022 A local law establishing income levels for real property tax 

exemptions for persons with disabilities and limited income. Board Member 

Elizabeth Craig motioned to approve LL # 2 -2022, seconded by Board member 

Kara Gilmore. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays    
 0 Absent 

 

10. Reminder Year-End Meeting: December 28, 2022 8:30 am 
 

New Business:  

1. February 2023 Calendar: Board Member Elisabeth Albert motioned to accept the 

February 2023 calendar with additions, seconded by Board Member Kara Gilmore. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  
 0 Absent 

 

2. LL # 1 - 2023 A local law amending the provisions for the administration and 

enforcement of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code 

within the Town of Taghkanic set Public Hearing Date: Board Member Linda Swartz 

motioned to set a Public Hearing for LL #1-2023 A local law amending the provisions for 

the administration and enforcement of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and 

Building Code within the Town of Taghkanic set Public Hearing Date for January 9, 

2023 at 7 pm, seconded by Board Member Kara Gilmore. 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

3. Set date for the Auditing of the Justices, Collectors, Clerk and CFO Books:  

January 13, 2023 8:30 am 
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The bills were audited and approved for payment as follows: 

 November 21, 2022 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig, was 

approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

            2022 General Fund Vouchers  #   407    -    419 $            19,775.61 

2022 Highway Fund Vouchers      #        -         $           

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

  0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 December 12, 2022 Abstract #1: on a motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig, 

was approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

             2022 General Fund Vouchers  #   420     -     439 $              6,899.05 

2022 Highway Fund Vouchers      #   172     -     182   $            11,814.02 

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

  0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 December 12, 2022 Abstract #2: on a motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig, 

was approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

            2022 General Fund Vouchers  #         -       $            

2022 Highway Fund Vouchers      #         -         $ 

2022 Equipment Fund Vouchers #      1       -  $          175,538.60            

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

  0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 December 12, 2022 Abstract #3: on a motion by Board Member Elizabeth Craig, 

was approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

            2022 General Fund Vouchers  #   440      -       $            30,683.50 

2022 Highway Fund Vouchers      #         -       $             

Approved     5 Aye  (Ryan, Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda) 

  0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 

The following people commented during the fifteen minute public comment:  

 Arthur Griffith: is there going to be food served at Millers Tavern? 

 All member of the Board: no idea. 

 

Executive Session: NONE  

 

With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, seconded by 

Board Member Kara Gilmore the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm, carried unanimously 

by all members present.  The next Regular meeting will be January 9, 2023 at the Taghkanic 

Town Hall and via Zoom. 

 

Audience at Town Hall:   Arthur Griffith Peter Beck Raul Garip Andy Chernewsky 

  Linda Chernewsky McCaleb Burnett         Samantha Soule      Rob Burns 

 

Audience via Zoom:      Joyce Thompson Perry Ascher Larry Kadish Anna Kadish 

  Steve Smollens Joanne Klein Celine Kagan Myryah Irby  


