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December 13, 2021
Town of Taghkanic

Town Board Meeting
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for easier reading

Town Board Members audited and signed vouchers on December 10 — 13, 2021 separately,
due to the COVID-19 social distancing.

7 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board held its Regular monthly meeting on the above date with
a combination of Supervisor Ryan Skoda and all other Board Members, Town Clerk at town
hall and 2 residents attended via Zoom. Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the meeting with
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present: Ryan Skoda Supervisor
Elizabeth Craig Board Member
Kara Gilmore Board Member
Linda Swartz Board Member
Joyce Thompson Board Member
Cheryl Rogers Clerk

Absent:

Guest Speaker: Kelsey West, Program Coordinator, Climate Change and the Environment
Cornell Cooperative Extension | Columbia and Greene Counties

Supervisor Ryan Skoda then asked for a motion to approve the following minutes:
November 3, 2021: Town Board/Zoning Commission meeting minutes were accepted as
written with suggested changes, motioned by Board Member Joyce Thompson, seconded by
Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent



November 8, 2021: Town Board Regular meeting minutes were accepted as written with
suggested changes, motioned by Board Member Joyce Thompson, seconded by Board
Member Elizabeth Craig.
Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)

0 Nays

0 Absent

November 17, 2021: Town Board/Zoning Commission meeting minutes were accepted as
written with suggested changes, motioned by Board Member Joyce Thompson, seconded by
Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

December 1, 2021: Tabled

The Correspondence:

New York Municipal Insurance, notice of policy conditional renewal
Thomas Mirabelli, letter of interest for ZBA

Troy Weldy, President, Columbia Land Conservancy

James Alvarez, letter of interest for the PB

Jane and Phil Doris, residents of Post Hill Road

Columbia-Greene Community College, Igniting Dreams Campaign
Thomas Mirabelli, letter of interest for the BAR

Joyce Thompson, request for consideration

Clara A. Cordato, letter of interest for the PB

Consolidated Communications

Richard L. Laberge, P.E. President, Laberge Group

Charles Schwab, LOSAP monthly report

m. Pine Plains Veterinary Associates, contract 2022

Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to sign the Pine Plains Veterinary Association
2022 Contract, seconded by Board Member Kara Gilmore.
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Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

n. Perry Ascher, letter of interest for the PB
0. Peter Paden, letter of interest for the PB

Reports from the Boards:
Animal Control: Kyle Miller, no report.
ZBA: James Romaine, Chair, no report.
Planning Board: Katherine Bainer, Chair report submitted.
Assessor: Craig Surprise report submitted.
ZEO/CEO/Building Inspector: Dennis Callahan report submitted.
Historian: Nancy Griffith, no report submitted.
Traffic Safety Board: Linda Swartz, no meeting no report submitted.
Board Member Linda Swartz: FY1 Bridge on County 10 had product delays but




should be done by the first few weeks in December.
Environmental Management Council: Larry Kadish no report submitted:
Zoning Commission: Joyce Thompson, no meeting to report.
Office for the Aging: Joyce Thompson, report submitted:
The Office for the Aging Advisory Council met on Friday, October 15, 2021 via
Zoom.
A 2022-2024 Officers Slate was presented but could not be formally accepted because
we did not have a quorum.
The big news is that the county has a new offering in the area of Personal Care
Aides (PCA). There is a dire shortage of PCAs so the county has developed a program
that hires them at a living hourly rate with benefits and a car. While for now they are
based out of Hudson, there is an ongoing effort to hire people in a geographic area of
the county so that they can work in that part of the county without having to drive
long distances. This would help to address the underservice of the eastern regions of
Columbia County where the population is less dense than on the western half and
where, in general, many services are not available. Two people have been hired to
date and a third is working through the application process.
The quarterly newsletter, Senior Scoop, is out and has a lot of good information. It
is available on line and by request to town OFA representative, Joyce Thompson.
Clerk/Collector: Cheryl Rogers, reports were submitted to the Board.
Supervisor: Ryan Skoda, report submitted as attached.

Highway: George Hotaling, report submitted as attached.

Advisory Board reports:
Financial Advisory Committee Report: Board Member Joyce Thompson report
submitted as follows: Financial Committee has met and found no issues. There is a
Budget Amendment as follows:
13-Dec-21 2021 Budget Amendment #5
Increase Decrease

GENERAL FUND
TOWN JUSTICE PERSONAL SERVICE
CLERK
ACCOUNTING PERSONAL SERVICE
BOOKKEEPER

A1110.13 $4,000.00

A1340.1 $300.00



BUILDINGS - TOWN HALL | o0 0 < 000.00

MAINTENANCE
BUILDING INSPECTOR A3620.1 $3,000.00
BOND INTEREST A9710.7 $0.13
CONTINGENCY A1990.4 $8,300.13

$8,300.13 $8,300.13
Board Member Linda Swartz motioned to approve Budget Amendment # 5 as presented,
seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

TGazette Newsletter Advisory Committee: Nadja Palenzuela no report submitted.
= Digital Advisory Committee: Board Member Joyce Thompson, Joyce asked
Board Member Elizabeth Craig to show everyone the temporary website that the
Digital Committee has been designing, our next meeting is November 11. The
committee is looking to go live with the temporary website, will update the Town
Board after our meeting. Doug and Elizabeth Craig will forward the link to the
Board.

Conservation Advisory Committee: Larry Kadish No official meeting of the CAC

Climate Smart Committee: Larry Kadish reported 28 signed up for Ampion their next
meeting is in January 2022.

Broadband Advisory Committee: Nancy Rutter, no meeting, no report submitted.

We will not be meeting this coming Wednesday, if possible could you edit the calendar. We have
scheduled a meeting for 1/19/2022 at 2 at the Town Hall, COVID permitting.

Several months ago we had inquired as how we could obtain a key for the Town Hall. As | recall
the Town Board needed to select a Chair, Chris and Susan suggested that | ask to be the chair. Let me
know what we should do?

Board Member Linda Swartz motioned to appoint Nancy Rutter Chair of the Broadband

Advisory Committee, seconded by Board Member Joyce Thompson.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

Old Business:

1. County Route 15 Complaint: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: Dennis has reported
activity of cleanup has been happening. Attorney Howard is preparing to move
forward to appear in County Court.

2. Highway Facility update: Supervisor Ryan Skoda | met with Engineer Pat
Prendergast he working on getting quotes from Contractors for the Asbestos
Removal and SWIPE. | have asked Mike is one of the highway employees would
like to take the asbestos training. He has not gotten back to me.




3. Zoning Law Review:
December 17, 2021 at 6:30 pm
December 29, 2021 at 6 pm year-end and 6:30 TB/ZC Review

4. Nugent Road: Peter Beck submitted paperwork requesting the Town abandon a
portion of Nugent Road. At this time the Board is asking for more information
from Mr. Beck.

+ Patricia Duffy: via zoom: worried about not having the town maintaining
the road and would like to see a map.

% Supervisor Ryan Skoda: advised the Board was not ready to make any
decisions at this point would like Chief William Hilscher and Highway
Superintendent Robert Burns to be involved.

New Business:
1. February 2022 Calendar: Board Member Elizabeth Craig moved to accept the
February 2022 calendar with suggested changes, seconded by Board Member
Joyce Thompson.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

2. Open Position BAR, PB, and ZBA:
+ BAR Member: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to re-appoint
Thomas Mirabelli BAR Member term ending September 30, 2026,
seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

Approved 4 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara)
0 Nays
1 Abstain (Linda)
0 Absent

+ Planning Board Member: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to
re-appoint James Alvarez Planning Member term ending December 31,
2028, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

+ Planning Board Alternate: tabled for Board to hold zoom interviews
with Perry Ascher and Peter Paden, Board Member Joyce Thompson will
the interview for December 15, 2021 4 pm via Zoom.

+ ZBA Member: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to re-appoint
Thomas Mirabelli as ZBA Member term ending December 31, 2026,
seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.
Approved 4 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara)
0 Nays
1 Abstain (Linda)




0 Absent

+ ZBA Alternate: Board Member Linda Swartz motioned to appoint Clara
Cordato ZBA Alternate, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

3. Pine Plains Vet. Assoc. 2022 Contract: Board Member Joyce Thompson
motioned to sign the Pine Plains Veterinary Association 2022 Contract, seconded
by Board Member Kara Gilmore.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent
4. Cyber insurance: Supervisor Ryan Skoda will contact Peter Fingar, Fingar
insurance.

5. Notice Financial Committee: (Long Term Cap Planning): Board Member
Kara Gilmore motioned to notice for member for the Financial Committee,
seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig. Board Members Kara Gilmore
and Joyce Thompson will draft a notice.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

6. Interim Website: Board Member Kara Gilmore motioned to go live with the
Interim Website and to appoint Doug Craig as Web Master, seconded by Board
Member Linda Swartz.

Approved 4 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
1 Abstain (Elizabeth)
0 Absent

Board Member Joyce Thompson a big thank you to Doug Craig and the Digital Advisory
Committee.

7. Dissolution of Zoning Commission: Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned
to dissolve the Zoning Commission and send letter thanking them for their eleven
(11) years of service, seconded by Board Member Kara Gilmore.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

8. REP for a Land Use Attorney: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to
notice an RFP for a Land Use Attorney to help the Town Board finish the review
of the draft and to help the STR Advisory Committee, seconded by Board
Member Linda Swartz.

Approved 5 Aye (Ryan Joyce, Elizabeth, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays




0 Absent

The bills were audited and approved for payment as follows:
4+ November 22, 2021 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, was
approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Joyce Thompson.

2021 General Fund VVouchers # 322 - 340 $  44,299.93
2021 Highway Fund VVouchers # 151 - $ 21,803.00
Approved 5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

4+ December 13, 2021 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, was
approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth Craig.

2021 General Fund VVouchers # 341 - 359 $  15,140.02
2021 Highway Fund Vouchers # 151 - 165 $ 7,607.20
2021 Highway Project #
Approved 5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda)
0 Nays
0 Absent

The following people commented during the fifteen minute public comment:

+ Arthur Griffith: news on when County Route 10 Bridge is opening?

4+ Supervisor Ryan Skoda: any day now and they will be back in the spring to

landscape.

4+ Larry Kadish: being this is Joyce’s last regular meeting I would like to thank
Joyce Thompson for her 12 years of dedication and services on the Town
Board and the many various committees.
Supervisor Ryan Skoda: 100% agree with everything Larry said and we are
not letting her slip away.
Arthur Griffith: what is the Board opinion on the electric charging stations?
Supervisor Ryan Skoda: no comment.
Larry Kadish: a (2) two vehicle charging station cost $180,000, the Climate
Smart Committee is waiting for more information from the state, no definitive
answer.

e F

Executive Session entered: none

With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, seconded by
Board Member Elizabeth Craig the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm, carried unanimously
by all members present. The next Regular meeting will be January 10, 2022 at the
Taghkanic Town Hall.

Audience at Town Hall: Peter Beck Joe Cordato Clara Cordato Betsy Albert
Kelsey West Arthur Griffith
Audience via Zoom: Celine Kagan Larry Kadish Anne Kadish Patricia Duffy

Nadja Palenzuela



