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Town of Taghkanic

Town Board Meeting

Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarge for your reading pleasure

7:05 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board held its Regular monthly meeting on the above date
at the Taghkanic Town Hall. Supervisor Erik Tyree opened the meeting with the Pledge of
Allegiance, moment of Silence and Safety Review.

Present: Erik Tyree Supervisor
Arthur McGuire Board Member
Ryan Skoda Board Member
Joyce Thompson Board Member
Ray Jurkowski Town Engineer
Cheryl Rogers Clerk

Absent: Richard Skoda Board Member

Building Project Update: Ray Jurkowski, Morris Assoc., Town Engineer, presented the

Board with the following proposal:
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Ray Jurkowski: In order to simplify the spreadsheet | have provided the total
anticipated costs of each portion of the proposed scope of work rather than the
detailed estimate | had provided in the past. | also attempted to provide the
anticipated project costs based on my understanding the Town Board’s order of
priority, with the creation of as much enclosed floor area being the top priority.
Based on my estimates, it is my opinion that the Town could consider a
construction scope of work that includes adding both the rear and side building
additions to the existing building.

Board Member Arthur McGuire: the last four items would be done by the Highway
Crew?

Ray Jurkowski: yes.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: George the two slabs can you and guys handle it?
Highway Superintendent Hotaling: after the last project not sure they are willing, |
will ask them.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: if we do the two additions at the same time.

Ray Jurkowski: we can bid them together

Supervisor Erik Tyree: traditional heating would that lower the cost?



- FF F R EEE

# ek o +

FEEE

- ¥+ ¥

Ray Jurkowski: no, believe or not, radiant is cheaper.

Board Member Arthur McGuire: we discussed overhead heat blowers.

Ray Jurkowski: yes, they would be cheaper, but over all long-term they are more
expensive.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: radiant heat is very uncomfortable.

Ray Jurkowski: with low ceiling, yes. Radiant is by the unit, central heating furnace
with ductwork has to be designed in whole.

Walter Thompson: what kind of drainage?

Ray Jurkowski: we anticipate that they will wash the trucks outside, but the garage
floors will slope out the front.

Board member Arthur McGuire: Ray or Dennis, if we double the size of our building
do we need a variance?

Dennis Callahan: no variance, the town can opt-out of its own Zoning.

Ray Jurkowski: any non-conforming building being expanded more than 50% would
trigger the Monroe Test.

Board Member Arthur McGuire: my preliminary thoughts if | were building a garage
and | had $500,000 I would like it to have heat, proper slab, good siding, look good,
landscaping, something the neighbors would be happy with. | suggest a smaller
building would be a better build.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: the bid does include heat; 1 would like remediation
taken out of the proposal. To calm your concerns, the financial committee
recommended $500,000 but the budget can handle more than $500,000.

Board Member Joyce Thompson: all the equipment is being paid for with cash.

Ray Jurkowski: this is a ball park proposal package, it is with all the alternates.
Board Member Joyce Thompson: instead of the east bay, can we do a leanto.

Board Member Arthur McGuire: the neighbors are hopping mad, if we could
improve the appearance that would help. Construction companies store their
equipment outside. | don’t think it is cost efficient to build a building.

Ray Jurkowski: these are projections, it is advantageous to include the others as add
alternates; active construction companies use the equipment daily. The town
equipment stored outside is costing the town.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: keeping equipment dry helps with longevity.
Board Member Joyce Thompson: what is the next step?
Supervisor Erik Tyree: complete bid package with add alternates.
Ray Jurkowski: I agree, addition in rear, side bay, roof, heating. Add alternates as
follows:
1. Slab
2. Bathroom
3. Siding

Board Member Arthur McGuire: if we were to vote on this, | do not agree.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: what are we doing for heat for the office and the
bathroom?

Ray Jurkowski: a wall LP gas unit, one for each.

Dennis Callahan: new addition rear or side, and is there going to be a leanto, and if
not, where is the grader going to be stored?

Ray and Supervisor Erik Tyree: Both and no to a lento, grader can be stored in the
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shed.

Board Member Joyce Thompson: if the well were a gotcha what would we do then?
Ray Jurkowski: drill a new well.

Board Member Ryan Skoda: a new well can run $15,000 up. Should we vote to go
for a BAN?

Board Member Joyce Thompson: Not yet, | will gather the information for the
schedule and have it ready for our next Project meeting April 27"

e

Supervisor Erik Tyree then asked for a motion to approve the following minutes:
March 14, 2016: Regular Meeting minutes were accepted as written with suggested
changes motioned by Board Member Ryan Skoda, seconded by Board Member Arthur
McGuire.
Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)

0 Nays

1 Absent (Richard)
March 19, 2016: Saturday Meeting minutes were accepted as written with suggested
changes motioned by Board Member Arthur McGuire, seconded by Board Member Ryan
Skoda.
Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)

0 Nays

1 Absent (Richard)

The Correspondence consisted of:
1. Email Scaling Up Solar 3/23
% Board Member Joyce Thompson: the Zoning Commission will be addressing this topic, not
residential solar but solar farming.
Nelson R. Alford, Jr. Town Attorney for Hillsdale, public hearing notice LL #1-2016 3/23
NYS Agriculture and Markets, dog control officer Inspection Report 3/18
David P. Orr, PE, PhD, Cornell Local Roads Program 2016 Highway School 3/22
NYS Dept. of Public Service, Public Hearing regarding NYS Electric & Gas 3/24
Linda Swartz email 3/20
Linda Swartz, broken garden 3/24
% Supervisor Erik Tyree: the broken boards around the garden, Ray Colgrove will you take
care of that?
%+ Ray Colgrove: yes
8. Thomas P. DiNapoli State Comptroller, THE UPDATE 4/5
9. Richard Briggs, Chief Hillsdale Fire Co., Memorial Day Parade 4/4
10. Robert J. Fitzsimmons, Town Attorney for Claverack, Public Hearing LL #1-2016 3/18
11. Michael K. Schaefer, Region Design Engineer, NYS Dept. of Transportation, centerline rumble strips
4/6
%+ Board Member Ryan Skoda: announced centerline rumble strips are being installed on Route
82 from Reesa Road to the Taconic Parkway.
12. Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant Program
% Board Member Arthur McGuire: do we apply for a Greenway Grant?
%+ Board Member Joyce Thompson: replied that the Zoning Commission will gather
information and is working toward the submission for a grant. Ted Fink, the Zoning
Commission Consultant, has said he would help with the writing the grant.
13. The Association of Towns 3/23
14. Ray Colgrove: Town Hall maintenance issues 4/11
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15. Kathy Marchione, Senator: CHIPS specific funding breakdown 4/11

+ Board member Joyce Thompson: the Town of Taghkanic is eligible for $119,828.13 +

$27,351.96= $147,180.09 when all paperwork is submitted.

16. Arthur Baker: for the record (see attached)3/27

+ Board Member Joyce Thompson: this is a correspondence that Arthur Baker handed to the
Board at the March 27" meeting, because it was just handed to us and there were a few not
in attendance, we told him we would discuss it at our next meeting.
Board member Arthur McGuire: | believe he has a valid concern and there are other
neighbors as well that are not happy at all.
Supervisor Erik Tyree: Dennis, have you received a copy?
Dennis Callahan: yes, and we have hashed this over and over again with him.
Supervisor Erik Tyree: | totally agree.
Board Member Ryan Skoda: yes, agree.
Board Member Joyce Thompson: we have been over, over and over this with him and we are
prepared to proceed with the Monroe Test.
Kathy Bainer: not all the neighbors are against what the Town Board is doing to improve the
Highway Garage site.
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Then followed reports from the Boards:
Animal Control: Wes Powell, report submitted.
ZBA: James Romaine, Chair, no report.
Planning Board: Katherine Bainer, Chair report submitted.
Assessor: Craig Surprise report submitted.
ZEO/CEO/Building Inspector: Dennis Callahan report submitted.
Historian: Nancy Griffith, no report submitted.
Traffic Safety Board: Linda Swartz, report submitted no meeting till May 26",
Environmental Management Council: Anna Kadish, no report submitted.
Zoning Commission: Joyce Thompson, report submitted.
Office for the Aging: Joyce Thompson, no report submitted no meeting.
Clerk/Collector: Cheryl Rogers, reports were submitted to the Board
Supervisor: Erik Tyree, report submitted and the written report was available on the
back table for the public. Supervisor financial report is attached.
Highway: George Hotaling, report submitted.
Board reports were accepted as submitted on a motion by Board Member Ryan Skoda
seconded by Board Member Joyce Thompson.
Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)
0 Nays
1 Absent (Richard)
Financial Advisory Committee Report: Board Member Joyce Thompson reported
the following:
FINANCIAL REPORT TO APRIL 2016 TOWN BOARD
The Financial Advisory Committee will meet later this week and will review two
issues: 1) the monthly audit, and 2) multi-year financial planning.

A general review of the March Financial Report shows the following:

Revenues
General and Highway Funds are on target across the board with one very positive
exception: Interest in both funds is already well above budget. These are not huge



amounts but the rate for the Money Market Account is now 0.50% vs. 0.03% in
2015. At the end of the first quarter the General Fund has earned $562 over full year
budget and the Highway Fund interest is $1,128 over full year budget.

Expenditures
Spending patterns remain consistent.
Board Member Ryan Skoda moved to accept the financial report as submitted, seconded by
Board Member Arthur McGuire.
Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)
0 Nays
1 Absent (Richard)

Advisory Board reports:

Broadband Advisory Committee: Board Member Joyce Thompson, | attended the
Congressman Gibson Broadband conference. The Charter Communications / Time
Warner merger is not eligible for this grant round and Verizon has opted out. There
are some federal programs for which Columbia County would be eligible. Town
Broadband Committee consists of Joyce Thompson, Jeff Tallackson, Chris
Tallackson, Erin Edwards, Susan Raymond and Arthur McGuire; we will meet on
Wednesday April 13™ The Town of Ghent’s Broadband Committee would like to
meet with a representative from each town.  The co-chairs of our committee will
attend for Taghkanic.

Conservation Advisory Committee: Anna Kadish, no report submitted.

Old Business:
A. LL #1-2016 Roads;

+ Supervisor Erik Tyree: we decided at the last meeting and Jesse agreed no
trailers, just his cab for now?

+ Board Member Joyce Thompson: | suggest we have a representative of the
Commercial Vehicle Division of the State Police come to our next meeting.
This issue is a concern for all the town roads, not just one.

+ Board Member Arthur McGuire: the part of Linda’s letter that peaked my
interest is that it is a zoning issue, doing business from his home. Is this
happening.

Linda Swartz “I also would like to know what determines if a use is a home
occupation. Certainly, if someone came to Dennis or any of the Boards asking to
have a tractor trailer company as a home occupation, the answer would be “no”
because it doesn’t fit the residential nature of the area and brings with it negative
impacts. The most impactful part of a business should not be permitted in a

residential area simply because the business address is elsewhere. It is my opinion
that this use violates the current zoning.”

+ Dennis Callahan: no.
+ Supervisor Erik Tyree: | will contact the NYS Commercial Vehicle Division
and ask if they would come to a meeting.
B. Community Day reminder: Saturday April 23 9-4.




C. Newsletter: Board Member Ryan Skoda reported that the Newsletter committee will
meet again on April 21%, asked if the Board had any topics that they would put in the
newsletter to have it to the committee by then.

D. Wes Powell/Pine Plains Vet.: Clerk Rogers will contact Pine Plains Vet tomorrow.

E. Climate Smart Communities: Board Member Joyce Thompson is going to invite
Climate Smart lady to come to the May 9™ meeting.

New Business:
A. May 2016 Calendar: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to approve the
May Calendar as presented, seconded by Board Member Arthur McGuire.
Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)
0 Nays
1 Absent (Richard)

The bills were audited and approved for payment as follows:
+ March 30, 2016 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Joyce Thompson,
seconded by Board Member Arthur McGuire.

2016 General Fund VVouchers # 92 - 106 $ 10,504.85
2016 Highway Fund Vouchers # 45 - 46 $ 5,063.76
2016 Hwy Project Fund vouchers  # $

Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)
0 Nays

1 Absent (Richard)
+ April 11, 2016 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Arthur McGuire,
seconded by Board Member Joyce Thompson,.

2016 General Fund VVouchers # 107 - 121 $ 474410
2016 Highway Fund Vouchers # 23 - 44 $ 1,949.46
2016 Hwy Project Fund vouchers  # $

Approved: 4 Ayes (Erik, Arthur, Joyce, Ryan)
0 Nays

1 Absent (Richard)

The following people commented during the fifteen minute public comment:

+ Dennis Callahan | have three litigations pending, in one a $5,000.00 fine has been
imposed, how do we collect?

+ Supervisor Erik Tyree: asked Clerk Rogers to contact Attorney Decaire for his
advice.

+ Board Member Joyce Thompson: at budget time we need to budget more on Zoning
Enforcement and Assessor appropriation line for attorney fees.

+ Ray Colgrove: | suggest the Board look into new gutters for the town hall and a new
window for the court office. | also suggest a sump pump for the basement.

+ Supervisor Erik Tyree: asked Clerk Rogers to contact Mark Herishko for an estimate
for the gutter and window.

+ Arthur Griffith: the Trees-for-Tribs need some attention.

+ Linda Swartz: there was a date set but because of the weather it was delayed.



With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Arthur McGuire, seconded by
Board Member Ryan Skoda, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm, carried unanimously by
all members present. The next Regular meeting will be May 9, 2016 at the Taghkanic
Town Hall.

Audience: Debbie Colgrove Ray Colgrove Dennis Callahan Arthur Griffith
Linda Swartz Walter Thompson Kathy Bainer Raymond Jurkowski
George Hotaling Robert Bertoletti
Action List:
1. Clerk Rogers will contact Attorney Decaire to ask how we collect the $5,000 fine. Done
2. Clerk Rogers is to contact Mark Herishko to get an estimate for a new window and gutters. Done
3. Clerk Rogers will contact Pine Plains Vet for information on shelter contact. Done
4. Ray Jurkowski preparing new bid for garage. Done
5. Ray Colgrove is to fix the broken landscape timbers around the garden by the flag poles. Done
6. Board Member Joyce Thompson will have the Consultant for the Zoning Commission work on the

Greenway Grant process.

Board Member Joyce Thompson will contact Bank of Greene for BAN Payoff. Done

8. Board Member Joyce Thompson will work with the Attorney for the scheduling of the new BAN.
Done

9. Supervisor Erik Tyree will contact the State Troopers Commercial Division to set up having them
come to a meeting. Done

10. All Board members are to have topics by April 21* meeting for the newsletter.

11. Broadband Committee will meet on Wednesday April 13".

12. Supervisor Erik Tyree will look over the State bid agreement.

13. Board member Joyce Thompson will investigate more on Climate Smart Communities for next
month.
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Town of Taghkanic
Supervisor's report
March 31, 2016

Receipts:
Justice Court Deposits $ 16,464.00
Retiree health insurance 140.00
Clerk fees 74.50
Building inspector 1,103.20
Building permits 216.08
Penalty taxes 901.30
Pilot 422.96
Interest - MM 797.19
Interest - Escrow 0.04
Interest - Checking 0.68
Interest -Trust and Agency 0.02
Total receipts $§ 20,119.87
Disbursements:

Abstracts -General fund (260,503.95)
Abstracts - Highway fund (14,811.38)
Adbstracts-Capital fund (2,530.08)
Payroll -Mar 15, 2016 (9,790.75)
Payroll -Mar 30, 2016 18,820.82
Total disbursements (306,556.98)
Net receipts-disbursements (286,437.01)

Cash balances at Feb 29, 2016 2,041,965.91

Cash balances at March 31, 2016

$1,755,528.90

Bank Deposits in
Statement transit & o/s Book
Balance Checks Balance
Multifund checking $ 3400065 § (15548.61) $ 18452.04
Multifund money market 1,734,187.42 (40.00) 1,734,147.42
Trust and Agency(payroll) 11,687.09 (11,414.46) 27263
Capital account 1,929.74 - 1,929.74
Escrow savings 527.07 - 527.07
Petty Cash 200.00 - 200.00
Total Cash $1,782531.97 $ (27,003.07) $1,755,528.90
Total income from Quickbooks $ 64,641.50
Court fees deducted from income 5,649.00
Misc 0.06
Transfer from Planning (50,310.59)
Retiree Health insurance netted with A9060 140.00
*Total receipts $ 20,119.97
**Total net loss per Quickbooks (238,081.48)
Transfer from planning (50,310.59)
Interest adjustment 44 94

Net receipts- disbursements

—_(4494)
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To: Erik Tyree, Richard Skoda, Joyce Thompson, Ryan Skoda, Arthur McGuire,
Cheryl Rogers, Dennis Callahan, George Hotaling, Ray Jurkowski

March 17, 2016

From: Arthur Baker

Subject: Zoning Ordinance Regulation non Compliance Town of Taghkanic new Salt Shed
FOR THE RECORD:

Background Information:

Over a period of years as a member of the Town Advisory Building committee (ABC) and after
resigning from the ABC in protest; | have questioned the appropriateness of the Town Board’s
approved proposed redevelopment of the existing Highway Department Garage site situated at
the junction of County Rt. 27 and Pumpkin Hollow Road, mainly because the site is too small.

While there are many notes and memos related to this subject, the purpose of this memo is to
document that the Town Board Members in conjunction with the Town lawyer and Building
Inspector incorrectly confirmed that the then proposed, now built Salt Shed met the Town of
Taghkanic Zoning Ordinance Regulation (ZOR) requirements (see Town Board memo
addressed to me dated 30 April 2015). At a later Town Board meeting the Board refused my
request to meet with me to indicate why the siting of the Salt Shed would meet ZOR, but they
instead told me | should agree to disagree with their decision.

Unfortunately this is a far more important issue relating to the Town'’s rural character and overall
visual impact to ignore. Therefore the following is my analysis as an architect of the reasons
why the Salt Shed building does not meet the Town of Taghkanic Zoning Ordinance
requirements.

A) Zoning Ordinance Definitions ZO-6

“Except where specifically defined herewith all words used in this Ordinance shall carry their
customary meanings...”

ACCESSORY BUILDING: A building detached from and subordinate to a main building on
the same lot and used for purposes customarily incidental to this of the main building.

ACCESSORY USE; A use customarily incidental and sub ordinance to the principle use or
building and located on the same lot with principal use or building

Accessory Setback: See 'SECTION V; supplementary regulations.
General Provisions: 3 Accessory buildings and uses (Z0-15,16)

..accessory uses not enclosed in a building, including swimming pool and tennis courts may not
be located in front yards of such lot and shall be distant not less than 20 feet from any lot line.

B) Reasons why the Salt Shed does not comply with the above Zoning Ordinance Regulations



1) The Salt Shed is not an “Accessory Building” because it is not a “subordinate to the main
building”.
The existing main building is approximately 64 feet long by 26 feet wide = 1664 app. square
feet in area and app. 13 feet tall
The Salt Shed building is 80 feet long by 40 feet wide = 3200 square feet in area and a lot
taller than the main building.

2) re Accessory Setback Provision: The Salt Shed is a “building” therefore the “20 feet from
any lot line” does not apply. The 100 feel setback from any lot line is applicable (see AZ-4
DENSITY CONTROL SCHEDULE)

Given the fact that neither phase 1 or phase 2 (final phase) of the existing site redevelopment
will meet the requirements of the ZOR, nor do they reflect the recommendations of the Town
Comprehensive Plan but instead rather than improving the existing visual environment of the
Town of East Taghkanic this proposal will totally destroy the area’s “rural character” and subject
both town residents and visitors for generations to come to have to endure a highly visible
inappropriate collection of buildings, road repair equipment, dumps of materials, retaining
ponds, etc.

Therefore, | am again pleading to the Town Board Members to take the time to carefully
reassess the adverse visual impact, resident's property value depreciation, and taxpayer'’s
costs that this project will incur if the existing Highway Department site redevelopment is carried
out as presently proposed.

Attachment: Town Board memo to Arthur Baker 4/30/15
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MEMO

TO: Arthur Baker, Resident, Town of Taghkanic
FROM: The Town Board of the Town of Taghkanic
DATE: 30 April 2015

SUBJECT:  Zoning Compliance for the new Town of Taghkanic Salt Shed

The question in your email is: ... whether the Proposed Highway Department Site
Redevelopment plans meet the Town Zoning Ordinance Regulations”. This review takes into
account three basic factors: 1) the Salt Shed is an accessory building on the grounds of the
Taghkanic Highway Facility and 2) the Taghkanic Highway Facility is on a single parcel. The
following facts about the Salt Shed show that it meets all zoning regulations for an accessory
building.

Facts about the Salt Shed

. Maximum Height Allowed = 357

Salt Shed is < 35

. Percentage of Lot (Accessory Building) — 20% allowable
Total area of lot = 2.4 Acres (108,900 sq. ft.)
Salt Shed = 3.200 sq. ft.

. Setback from side yard = 20 ft.

Salt Shed is 20°1” from side vard

Regulations pertaining to Accessory Buildings are the following:

Definitions: ZO-61

ACCESSORY BUILDING - A building detached from and subordinate to a main building
on the same lot and used for purposes customarily incidental to those of the main building
ACCESSORY USE - A use customarily incidental and subordinance to the principal use or
building and located on the same lot with principal use or building

Accessory Setback: See “SECTION V: SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS,
. General Provisions, 3. Accessory buildings and uses (Z0-15, 16):
... accessory uses not enclosed in a building, including swimming pools and tennis
courts may not be located in front yards of such lot and shall be distant not less than 20
feet from any lot line”.

All of the sections you cited pertain only to the main building.

Page ZO-4 D. Application of District Regulations, 1. And 2.(d)

Page ZA-4: Density Control Schedule

Page 70-46 47: Section VI — Non-conforming Building, uses and lots

Finally, to show that the two lots were merged, see the photographs from the zoning maps
below:
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